application, development, detection and elution. Several useful technical hints are described and many details are illustrated. The section devoted to methods of desalting biological samples briefly describes the common methods of ion-exchange, electrolysis and solvent extraction. No mention is made, however, of the loss of taurine and phosphoethanolarnine by electrolysis or of taurine and arginine by ionexchange methods.
The same points of technique are discussed in the chapter on thin-layer chromatography and mention is made of recent developments in the field. Up to date information is given about grooved plates, and pre-coated layers either on glass or the more recent aluminium or plastic backed sheets.
The chapter on column chromatography sets out the main requisites of columns, their packing and elution, the techniques being similar whether one is using adsorption, ion-exchange or gel-filtration. There is information on types of packing and their applications. No mention is made of gas-liquid chromatography.
The chapter on the uses of chromatography in clinical biochemistry is confined to paper methods. It is well stressed that all chromatograms must be interpreted with as much knowledge of the clinical situation, diet, drugs, age, etcetera as possible. The amino acidurias are briefly discussed, paragraphs being given to several of the inherited and acquired amino acidurias, The frequency of occurrence of these is perhaps wrongly stressed, the first described being Maple Syrup Urine Disease and the last being metal poisoning. The author does not attempt to describe the particular lesions or to discuss their genetics.
Similar descriptions of the melliturias are provided. diet and drugs again being stressed in the interpretation of results.
At the end of the book there are useful appendices dealing with types of paper. solvent systems and location reagents. There is also a short bibliography.
In summary, this little book covers the vast subject of chromatography very well in the space available and would provide a good introduction to anyone looking at the field for the first time.
Janet This book has been written as one of a series intended for laboratory workers and medical students, as a useful adjunct to many of the more general or highly priced text-books in current use.
The first chapter gives a brief history of chromatography and is followed by an outline of the general principles of partition, adsorption, ion-exchange and gel-filtration chromatography, It is pointed out that few systems can be completely separated into these London, 1970 London, , 1971 . Part I-pp. 103, £3·75. Part 2-pp. 112, £4·25.
The source of this bibliography is the MEDLARS tape from 1963 to 1965 for part 1 and 1966 to 1968 for part 2. Part 3 will be available within a few months. The main part is a list of nearly 2,000 references giving journal, volume, year, first and last page numbers, language of paper, full title and selection of key words. This would be useful in itself but the list is enhanced by indexes of subjects such as anuria, cystathioninuria, hepatomegaly, lead poisoning; an index of tests and techniques such as calcium infusion test, gel filtration, specimen handling and Zimmerman reaction; a chemical index such as aldosterone, barbiturates, gonadotropins, ketones and methyldopa and an index of miscellaneous subjects such as circadian rhythms, kidney transplantation and toxicology.
The work comes in a loose leaf binder, large enough to contain some subsequent parts as they are published together with an invitation to request free replacement sheets when necessary. It places all concerned with children in the author's debt. Now that District General Hospitals are to have more paediatric beds associated with them, biochemists, whose main concern is with adults, will need to take a much keener interest in paediatric biochemistry and many will find that the facts well known in adult medicine are either absent or singularly hard to come by in so far as they relate to children. It is then that they will fully appreciate the present work.
